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motion that the scene terminates. There is another symptom, to which M. Rostan 
attaches much importance, viz., the abolition of the erectile powerin the male—the 
functions of the rectum and bladder, though often more or less affected, sometimes 
remain unaltered, so as to fail of affording diagnotic signs. And to pain on pres¬ 
sure over the spine as a diagnostic, M. Rostan attaches very little importance. 

The antiphlogistic method forms the basis of this physician’s treatment,—he 
has recourse to general and local evacuations of blood. But as detraction of blood 
is not always practicable in the requisite degree, or when practicable is insuffi¬ 
cient, M. Rostan uses as subsidiary, blisters, setons, moxas, and purgatives; lastly, 
in the final resort, and after the insufficiency of the means already enumerated 
is manifest, he has recourse to strychnine, electricity, and the various excitants of 
the nervous system. 

The following are among the cases recently treated by M. Rostan :— 

I. Acute myelitis—energetic antiphlogistic treatment — amelioration—sadden attack of 
meningo-encephalitis — death.. —A young man of a vigorous constitution, after having 
been exposed to wet, became affected with extreme weakness in the lower ex¬ 
tremities. As this weakness went on increasing he came to the Hotel Dieu, when 
the following symptoms were observed :—Fever, pulse 96. skin hot and dry. The 
intelligence is quite sound; no headache. The upper extremities are in a slight 
degree weakened. The lower extremities have lost entirely their sensibility, and 
the power of motion in them is quite gone. The bladder and rectum are unaf¬ 
fected. Pressure made with the fingers over the spinous processes of the verte¬ 
bra excites no uneasiness. 

M. Rostan pronounced him to labour under acute myelitis, and prescribed an 
energetic antiphlogistic treatment; blood-lettings from the arm and cuppings over 
the spine were repeated for several days. On the third day of this treatment, the 
patient experienced an amelioration so great that he was already considered in a 
state of convalescence; the sensibility and power of motion were so fully reco¬ 
vered that he could walk and move about without support, when after exposing 
himself anew to cold, he was seized with otitis, accompanied with a purulent dis¬ 
charge from the ear, swelling in the region of the parotid, erythema of the neck 
and breast, then in succession with symptoms of meningo-cephalitis of the most 
intense description, which cut him off in two days. 

On dissection, the spinal marrow was found slightly softened towards its lower 
part to the extent of between one and two inches (3 to 4 centimetres), and healthy 
everywhere besides. In the head were seen the anatomical characters of com¬ 
mencing meningo-encephalitis; vivid injection of the pia mater and arachnoid, 
adhering at some points to the cerebral pulp; convolutions turgid and prominent: 
punctuated injection of the cerebral pulp, &c. 

II. Acute myelitis — antiphlogistic treatment — rapid cure. — A man of fifty years of 
age, robust, usually enjoying good health, was seized after a cold bath with gene¬ 
ral prostration, a sense of lassitude and weakness in the loins and extremities. 
This weakness augmenting, there soon arose a tingling in the feet, then an almost 
complete abolition of sensibility in the movements of the lower extremities; the 
upper extremities also were somewhat affected. Unequivocal entireness of intel¬ 
ligence and the senses; no headache: febrile excitement. The rectum and 
bladder were unaffected. No pain on pressure over the vertebral column. M. 
Rostan directed four bleedings from the arm within two days, and cuppings along 
the spine. There was an evident amelioration almost from the first bleeding. 
At the end of eight or ten days the cure was complete.— M. J. Med. Sci., Nov. 
1846, from Oaz. "Medicate de Paris, Oct. 3, 1846. 

14. Curability of Hypertrophy of the Heart. —M. Rostan, whilst prescribing for a 
young woman, now in his wards at the Hotel-Dieu, declared that it was an error 
to suppose that this disease was beyond the resources of art. Experience has 
proved to him that it is radically curable in certain conditions where remedies can 
be tolerated, in proof of which he related the following case : 

A blacksmith, aged twenty-seven years, robust, not fat, but powerfully muscu¬ 
lar, with large shoulders, offering all the appearance of an athlete, entered some 
years ago, into the ward of M. Rostan, at the Hotel Dieu. with hypertrophy of the 
heart. This organ was of enormous volume, raised the corresponding side of 
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the thoracic cavity, presented extensive dullness, and all the incontestable signs 
of hypertrophy—slyspnosa was considerable. The occupation of this man had 
probably contributed, by the incessant action of the muscles of the arms and tho¬ 
rax, to exaggerate the hypertrophy. The patient, who possessed as much moral 
as physical force, was resolved to submit to anything necessary for the cure of so 
serious a disorder. M. Rostan submitted him to the rigorous method of Valsalva 
and Albertini: repeated blood-lettings, general and local, water for drink, 

bouille” only for nutriment, and in quantity just sufficient to sustain life, and 
absolute immobility in bed, where the remedies were employed during three 
months. At the end of this time the amelioration was so well marked, that in a 
short time the patient might be considered as cured. The physical signs of hy¬ 
pertrophy had, in fact, completely disappeared, the dullness of the heart was 
limited to an extent almost normal, and the respiration was again free, and its 
rhythm natural. The patient was then better nourished by degrees, and he left 
the clinic in the most satisfactory state. M. Rostan greatly regretted that he had 
never seen this man since, in order to assure himself oi the persistence of the 
cure, but there is every reason to believe that the benefit would be durable. This 
is not the only case which could be cited. Laennec has observed similar instances 
of cure, which have been confirmed by examination of the body after death. 
The heart in these individuals was found shrivelled, like an apple which has 
been submitted to the action of an air-pump, and afterwards exposed to the 
air—(comparison of Laennec.) This shrivelling of the surface was the conse¬ 
quence of the disappearance of the hypertrophy. M. Rostan himself has never 
verified this observation. The success of Valsalva's treatment he believes to be 
dependent upon the individual being robust, plethoric, tolerant of repeated blood¬ 
lettings, and possessed of courage, resolution, and patience. Thus, it is not ap¬ 
plicable to the young woman at present in the hospital, as she is thin, pale, and 
incapable of sustaining such a treatment.— Annales de Therapeutique, May, 1846. 

15. Rupture of the left Ventricle of the Heart. —Spontaneous rupture of the heart 
is of sufficiently rare occurrence to induce us to transfer to our pages the follow¬ 
ing notice, communicated to the Pathological Society of London, by Mr. Crisp, of 
a case in which this accident occurred. 

The patient, aitat. 73, had been ill six weeks, when he was suddenly seized, 
about 12 at noon, with pain in the region of the heart, which was attributed to 
indigestion; a large quantity of flatus was expelled from the stomach. At half 
past 4 he vomited some undigested matter. One hour afterwards he said he was 
tree from pain, but felt a curious sensation in the cardiac region which he could 
not describe. Five minutes afterwards he was found dead. 

Inspection , eighteen hours after death. —Body muscular, depending parts of a livid 
hue. On opening the pericardium, a quantity of bloody serum escaped; this 
cavity contained a large quantity of coagulated blood, which was found to have 
escaped from a small rupture at the posterior part of the ventricle, about one inch 
from the apex. The chord® tendine® were also ruptured; the walls of the ven¬ 
tricle at the injured part did not appear thinner than natural; but intermixed with 
the muscular fibres was a white, fatty, adipocerous-looking matter; the valves 
healthy; the left ventricle hypertrophied, one-third thicker than usual; the lungs 
healthy. Mr. Crisp remarked, that spontaneous rupture of the parietes of the 
heart was of rare occurrence, and wished to direct attention to the altered condi¬ 
tion of the muscular structure. He was induced to think, from the examination 
of a few specimens of spontaneous rupture of the left ventricle, that this kind of 
degeneration was generally present. He considered another interesting leature 
in the case was the time that elapsed between the commencement of the rupture 
and the patient’s death, and thought it probable that the chord® tendine® first 
gave way, and that the aperture in the ventricle was subsequently formed.— Lend. 
Med. Gaz., Nov. 1846 . 

16. Aneurism of the Basilar Artery.—Oi this rare disease three cases have re¬ 
cently been recorded. 

One case was communicated to the pathological society of Manchester, by Dr. 
Francis. The aneurism arose from the junction of the left carotid and posterior 



